

juried in the Welfare Bill (Cant ’d) 



■E PUBLISH on this page today a letter 
from three formidable legislators, the chair- 
. men of the House Agriculture, Ways and 
Means, and Economic and Educational Opportunities 
cpnimitte^. They question the premise of our 
rgcent editorial critidzing provisions of the House- 
passed welfare reform bill that treat foreign agricul- 
tural workers temporarily in this country better than 
they treat long-term legal resident aliens. “These 
tem^rary workers ^e treated just as all legal 
imimgrants in the legislation,” the chairmen claim, 
f&rring to section 403 of the bill for proof, 
■"^deed, that section makes no distinction between 
temporary farm workers and other legal alie ns. Both 
cla^ are denied benefits. But the reference is 
di^genuous. The source of our comment is the 
previous section, 402, which denies legal aliens 
certain federal benefits but specifies that the denial 
dpes “not appty to a nonimmigrant admitted as a 
temporary a^cultural worker ... or as the spouse 
or minor child of such worker. . . .” The . 9 aTne 
language appears in section 412 and relates to state 
and local benefit programs. 

■ The legislators’ objections are not only misguided 
but new. When Rep. Howard Berman (D-Calif.) 
fomd these provisions in the bill, he wrote a “Dear 


Colleague” letter to every member of the House. No 
one, including these chairmen, told him he had 
misread or misinterpreted the language of the hill, 
Moreover, when he raised the matter during floor 
debate, Mr. Archer, manager of the bill, responded 
not by denying the premise of the question but by 
defending better treatment for temporary farm 
workers. You can read about it in the Congressional 
Record of March 23, page H3594. 

Lawyers familiar vnth the perils of stitching a 
single bill out of the work of several committees 
suggest this may be a case of sloppy drafting and 
unintended error. Section 403, which the chairmen 
cite, once contained an exclusion for temporary farm 
workers, but it was removed after Mr. Berman 
raised the alarm. No change, however, was made in 
sections 402 and 412, where we (and Rep. Berman) 
maintain the problem still exists. 

If all sides agree that preferential treatment for 
temporary workers is not fair, the language in the 
final bill still has to be made consistent. We have 
opposed the whole idea of barring legal aliens from 
government benefit programs. To do that while 
exempting the small class of temporary far m work- 
ers from the penalty is to compound the damage. 





